RIGHT   HONOURABLE   GENTLEMEN
The Conservative ascendancy at the beginning of
this century was doomed to dwindle rapidly. By
the time that Winston Churchill hud been in the
House for four years Joseph Chamberlain was, by
his campaign for Protection, splitting the party he
had invaded fifteen years before. Winston was in-
tellectually a Free Trader. In 1904 he joined the
Liberals, and with them he remained for nearly
twenty years. His return at the landslide of 1906
became a foregone conclusion. Actually before the
polls he had been given oflicc by Campbell-Banner-
man in the new Liberal Administration as Under-
secretary for the Colonies. Should this transfiguration
be called "Political Inconsistency Number One"? Or
was Churchill right in joining and helping to lead an
immense revulsion against a policy which a great
majority of the public thought to be stupid and
immoral? If so many of the public were right it is
hard to see how the youthful Churchill was wrong.
Few men hax'e been more openly ambitious. But why
should not desire and duty coincide?
He had to seek re-election on entering the Cabinet
in 1908 as President of the Board of Trade. In
North-west Manchester Sir William Joynson-Ilicks
defeated him. This was an early sign that the tide of
Liberal triumph was beginning to ebb. But Churchill
was immediately nominated for Dundee and sat there
from 1908 till he was defeated in 1922 by a prohibi-
tionist named Scrymgeour. His defeat was cer-
tainly as much due to the antagonisms his personality
provoked as to any virtues possessed by his opponent.
Up till  1922 Winston was at the height of his
wonderful  energies.    As  Member  for  Dundee  he
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